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TOWN OF MEREDITH IN ACCOUNT WITH THE SELECTMEN. 


By cash of J. P. Jenness, for supplies furnished, $4.13 
Literary Fund for 1860, 146.10 
cash of Gideon Piper, borrowed, 100.00 

Selectmen, 1859, balance of account, 441.19 

John Haton, balance of account, 1859, 26.14 

Winborn A. Sanborn, borrowed, 1,000.00 

D. 8S. Beede, for pair of steers, 83.84 

John QO. Sanborn, for oxen sold, 105.00 

B. D. Plaisted, liquor agent, 37.28 

State, for railroad tax, 1860, 110.69 

H. Beede, collector for 1855, 22.14 

ae és 1856, 85.09 

A. Cram, Fé 1859, 259.69 

John H. Moulton, note, 6.83 

By cash for 4 bush. peas, sold from farm, .75 
8 Ibs. calf skin, .80 

By cash of State for right of way, B.,C.&M. R. R.,1859, 106.37 
B. M. Batchelder, collector, 1860, _ 1,475.30 

Laconia, in full to date, 397.52 

John G. Robinson, execution, 8.50 

Thomas Clark, for timber, .50 

Timothy Badger, for hide, 3.35 

J. W. Robinson, collector, 1859, 49.36 

D. S. Beede, i: 1860, 2,209.28 

s % $6,629.85 


Town of Meredith, for General Expenditures. 


To paid State tax, $333.20 
Ww. N. Blair, for Teachers’ Institute, 28.26 
Morrill & Silsby, record book and blanks, 8.39 
HK. Bartholomew, town reports for 1859, 12.00 | 
C. F. Tilton, for services as constable in 1859, 2.00: | 5m 
Drs. J. & J. H. Sanborn, for doctoring poor for 1859, 45.00 et: 
’ Samuel Bean, interest on notes, 22.92 
ie | 
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To paid B. M. Sanborn, for injury sustained on account of 


defect in bridge near J. M. Smith’s, 
John K. Clough, for care of town-house, 
Vs Rollins, Superintending School Com., 1859, 
Oliver Butler, i AS 1859, 
George Sanborn, ea 42 fF 1859, 
S. W. Rollins, for legal advice, 1859, 
Betsey Smith, award for land damage, 
Simeon F. Wadleigh, Auditor, 1859, 
Levi Towle, Auditor, 1859, 
Ira Perley, "for legal advice and investigation, 
George G. Hoyt, for horse hire, 1859, 

John Wadleigh, for support of water trough, 1859, 
bs xe 7; 66 66 1860, 
George G. Hoyt, for service looking up witnesses 

in the Paul case, in 1858, 

James Dearborn, running line of town farm, 

Witnesses in case of Gilmanton v. Meredith, 

Hanson Beede, for summoning witnesses, 

Town of Gilmanton, executions, 

Town of Gilmanton, for support of Dorcas A. Paul 
and children up to July 11, 1860, 

Town of Gilmanton, for Support of Mrs. Catherine 
Paul, and funeral expenses, 

Town of Gilmanton, interest on above bills, 

Town of Grafton, for support of Romanzo Staples 
from October 17, 1859, to May 31, 1860, 

Dr. Morgan, for doctorine Rona Staples, 

Dr. Mason, f 

Dr. Taplen, iS Titi ef 

Town of Grafton, serving notice, 

Clark & Canney, for lumber, 

S. W. Rollins, counsel in the Paul case, 

J. S. Vittum, copying inventory, stationery and 

postage, 
J. S. Vittum, services as town-clerk, 1860, 

Jos. Hla, for service as town committee, 

Hongon Beede, support of water-trough, 1860, 

‘serving notice on Wm. Jenness, 1858, 


Ti “¢ overpaid on tax-list, 1856, 
7 & ~~ ‘list of abatements fo 1855, 
66 ‘< list of abatements for 1856, 


Randall 8. Keneson, note, 

John L. Flanders, board of selectmen, 

S. H. Cornell, for lumber and labor on lobby, 
Amos Cram, list of abatements, 1859, 
Treasurer Wamesit Engine Co., 


20.00 
2.50 
16.00 
19.00 
15.00 
1.50 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
20.00 
12.50 
2.00 
2.00 


12.05 

. 1.00 
68.82 
6.00 
155.57 


449,43 


91.91 
5.32 


103.50 © 
3.00 
1.00 

54.16 
3.76 
2.21 

80.95 


4.93 
25.00 
30.00 

3.00 

1.34 
15.61 
22.14 
85.09 
58.08 

5.00 

4.10 
27.78 
68.00 
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To paid J. W. Beede, for stationery, postage, express and 


telegraph, 5.04 
J. M. Beede, Auditor, 1859, 1.00 
S. Rowe, services as selectman in 1860, 50.00 
S. Rowe, horse hire and personal expenses, 16.08 
Hanson Beede, for costs on Robinson execution, 5.50 


H. A. Bellows, counsel in Gilmanton v. Meredith, 18.00 
John Nealey, for sleigh damaged on account of de- 


fect in road, SOO 
B. M. Batchelder, abatements, 1860, 15.09 
B. M. Batchelder, for services as collector in 1860, 23.00 
Joseph Ela, for services in Dorcas A. Paul’s case, 69.15 
Pike & Barnard, counsel in Dorcas A. Paul’s case, 36.00 
County tax, 741.27 
D. 8S. Beede, horse hire and boarding pauper, 1.62 


Hanson Beede, for moving wood and lumber, and 


moving paupers for 1856, 1857, 1858, 1859 and 


1860, 15.38 
D. S. Beede, list of abatements, 1860, 36.04 
Joseph W. Robinson, list of abatements, 1860, (15.02 
S. C. Lyford, for marrying Anthony Clark and 

Sarah EK. Paul, 1.00 
D. 8. Beede, for board of selectmen and auditors, 

and horse keeping, 32.00 
D. S. Beede, for services as collector for 1860, 25.00 
Levi Towle, for services as selectmen for 1860, 65.00 
Levi Towle, for personal expense and horse hire, 14.56 
J. W. Beede, for personal expense and horse hire, 17.87 
J. W. Beede, for services as selectman, 75.00 
Samuel Bean, for rent of lobby for 1860, 10.00 
Samuel Bean, for note, 192.56 
Bradbury Robinson, Vittum note, 314.72 

$3,732.87 


The bills are heavy this year, on account of being defeated in the 
Paul case, which has thrown a bill of costs, and for support fur- 
nished, upon us, of about $1000. Laconia has paid her share of the 
suit and support of Dorcas A. Paul, but it does not seem to benefit 
us, for the reason that she has filed in an offset, by way of her share 
of the money which has been received from the State for right of 
way, and buildings of the Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad ; 
said money having been all paid to Meredith since the town was divid- 
ed until the present year. There has also been an error for years 
past, in the monty reported due from Laconia, of about $100. All 
matters are now settled and adjusted between Meredith and Laconia, 
except the right and interest in the Jonathan P. Cram estate, and 
the liability for support of Dorcas A. Paul and her children; in| 
which matters both towns are still interested. 
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For Schools. 


To paid D. 8. Beede, Prudential Com., Dist. No. 17, 
Charles L. Hoyt, ‘és és 18 


John Page, cs ef 21, 
S. F. Wadleigh, : 43 7, 
Almon Benson, 4 f 20, 
Union, 
Waldo Maloon, a se 23, 
Alvah Smith, fe - 6, 
John A. Perkins, i 4 4, 
Center-Harbor, ; 
Daniel Wiggin, W i 22, 
Andrew W. Hoyt, 43 “ 14, 
William Eaton, “ a 13, 
Jesse Dolloff, a i) 10, 
Warren L. Glidden, “ Y 8, 
Luther Boynton, = “ + 
B. 8. Tuttle, cf 5, 
Levi 8. Swain, vi 11, 
Isaac Webster, ee ff 12, 
Joseph W. Robinson, ‘“ : 15, 
H. H. Eastman, * cs 16, 
J. B. Batchelder, - io 20, 
Sanbornton, 


For Roads and Bridges. 


To paid John 8. Dolloff, for plank and labor, 
Robert M. Nichols, for rebuilding bridge, 
Jeremiah M. Smith, for plank and labor, 
David P. Hatch, for repairs on pauper road, 
Abram S. Dow, plank, stone and labor, 
Oliver Butler, for plank, 
Thomas J. Sinclair, for repairs on new road, 
William S. Neal, for plow damaged on road, 
Aaron M. Smith, for labor, 
Elias Philbrook, for plank, 
J. B. Swain, for timber, plank and labor, 
Daniel 8. Ranlet, for- plank, 
James C. Wadleigh, for repairs on turnpike road, 
W. B. Huse, for plank, % 
William Haton, for plank, 
John H. Moulton, for labor, 
S. H. Sanborn, for labor and stone, 
W. B. Leavitt, for plank, 


$307.41 
111.56 
78.53 
83.02 


42.84 
16.61 
49.84 


7.74 
67.42 
41.39 
24.16 
40.25 
54.35 
92.95 
48.77 
64.78 


3.50 
$1,239.41 


$11.00 
12.00 
4.50 
4.25 
21.65 
12.00 
8.50 
2.65 
7.60 
3.36 
6.35 
1,18 
41.38 
2.80 
2.18 
1.75 
3.50 
2.49 
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To paid N. B. Wadleigh, for plank, 4,43 
Moses C. Pease, for stone and labor, 14.00 
J. 8S. Pease, for cutting bushes, 1.00 

Joseph W. Robinson, for timber and labor on Jos. 
Plummer road, 7.40 
$175.97 

For External Poor. 

To paid John K. Clough, for board of Libby girl, 1.00 
Philip McCrillis, for board of Betsey McCrillis, 10.00 
S. J. Pitman, for attending funerals, 4.00 

Town of Gilford, for supplies for Luther Sanborn’s 
family, 14.34 
Town of Gilford, for supplies for Mary Marsh, 14.59 

Town of Gilford, for surgical attendance for Luther 
Sanborn, 2.50 

James F. Tilton, for supplies for Luther Sanborn’s 
family, 15.00 
Daniel Hilton, for board of Betsey McCrillis, 3.70 


Town of Holderness, for support of Smith Leavitt, 2.00 
Thomas D. Veasey, for box and services on account 


of David Piper, 1.75 
Heard & Blanchard, for supplies for I. Farrar, 8.79 
J. R. Smiley, for doctoring Staples boy, 18.00 
Robert Lane, for doctoring Staples boy, 6.00 
Town of Grafton, for support of Staples boy from 

May 31, 1860, to February 15, 1861, 64.66 
J. W. Lang, Jr., for supplies furnished G. A. 

Leavitt, } 86.00 
Town of Lebanon, for supplies furnished Julia 

Parsons, 7.00 
S. Mugridge, for support of Luke Potter, (county 

charge) 9.00 
Susan Taylor, for support of Simeon Taylor’s 

family, 5.00 
S. Rowe, for support of S. Thurston, (county 

charge) 12.00 
J. & J. H. Sanborn, for doctoring Mrs. William 

Prescott, 1.17 : 
J.C. Avery, for coffin for Mrs. W. Prescott, and 

carrying same to the house, 6.00 
J. W. Beede, for supplies furnished Chase Pike, 

(paid by Laconia) . 3.59 


J. W. Beede, for supplies furnished Joshua Jenness, 4,26 | 
J. W. Beede, for supplies furnished Betsey Mc- 
Crillis, 5.78 7 
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To paid J. W. Beede, for supplies for Benjamin Follings 


in 1859, 10.97 
J. W. Beede, for supplies for David Piper, 1.40 
J. ©. Avery, for coffin and robe for David Piper, 

and carrying same to house, 7.04 


J. W. Beede, for supplies furnished J. P. Jenness, 15.04 
J. W. Beede, for supplies furnished Nathan Boyn- 


ton, 11.34 
J.C. ‘Avery, for coffin and robe for R. How, and 

carrying same to the house, 7.00 
J. W. Beede, for wood furnished G. A. Leavitt, 2.25 


J. W. Beede, for supplies furnished Joel Dockham, 11.10 
Town of Upper-Gilmanton, for support of Anthony 


Clark’s family, 43.50 
John W. Beede, for supplies furnished R. How’s 

family, . 2.00 
K. Winch & Co., for supplies furnished J. P. Jen- 

ness, 2.00 
J. W. Beede, for support of Warren aoe 

(county charge) 20.52 


Levi Towle, for supplies furnished Anthony Clark, 7.50 
D. 8. Prescott, for doctoring Anthony Clark’s fam- 

ily and Jacob Paul, 10.00 
John C. Page, for doctoring Mrs. William Preeeots, 4.17 


$412.51 
For Poor Farm. 

To paid John Eaton, for service one year at farm, $225.00 
John Haton, for three days’ service at farm, 2.50 
John Eaton, for expense paid out at farm, 2.68 
Wn. T. Elliott, for meal, 4.00 
Joseph Clark, for repairs on pump, 1859, 1.25 
D. M. & H. A. Black, shoe-work, 1.34 
B. D. Plaisted, supplies, 2.28 
Levi Towle, 1 pair of oxen, 80.00 
John Moulton, 1 cow, 16.00 
George W. Sanborn, for threshing, 3.25 
Ww. 8S. Mead, for beef, 7.68 
Parker P. Nichols, for pasturing, 15.00 
Parker P. Nichols, for lumber, 6.00 
Parker P. Nichols, for use of bull, 2.00 
T. L. Smith, for 2 pigs, 3.50 
Thomas D. Veasey, for labor and sink, 10.89 
Josiah S. Prescott, for use of cider-mill, 40 
Hiram P. Plummer, for labor haying, 5.62 


J. W. Lang, Jr., for supplies, 97 
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To paid G. Maloon, for blacksmith work, 2.67 
J.M.&C. 8. Prescott, for shoe- ‘work, 11.10 
Fernal & Prescott, for blacksmith work, 1.47 
John Page, for beef, 1.25 
J. C. Avery, for bedstead, 2.50 
J. W. Beede, for plow, 12.00 
J. W. Beede, for 30 bush. meal, 28.50 
K. Winch & Co., for supplies, 107.82 
T. L. Smith, for cash paid out and supplies, 7.32 
J. W. Beede, for cow, 13.00 
J.C. Avery, for coffin and robe for Enoch Cram 

and carrying same to the farm, 7.75 
J. W. Beede, for supplies, . 85.41 
Phebe N ichols, for pasturing cow, 3.00 
T. S. Moses, for tin ware and lead pipe, 1.68 

$675.83 


For breaking roads. 


To paid Chase Fogg, for breaking 1 roads por, ape, $8.98 
John D. Leaviit, 14.02 
Abram 8. Dow, af 3 7.50 
Thomas W. Batchelder, a fs 3.40 
George M. Butler, ib s 5.40 
Benj. ©. Batchelder, <“ < 8.46 
Elisha 8. Veasey, o rg 7.62 
John Russell, és és 4.00 
John H. Ladd, for breaking roads for 1860, 1.00 
Joseph W. Robinson, for breaking Toads Ly 1859, 10.00 
David Plummer, 14.90 

Joseph W. Robinson, Rie for breil 
ing roads, 1860, 12.50 
$97.78 

Recapitulation. ; 

By whole amount of receipts, $6,629.85 


To whole amount paid out, as follows : 


For expenditures, $3,732.87 
Schools, 1,239.41 
Roads and bridges, 175.97 
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For External poor, 
Poor farm, 
Breaking roads, 


Balance due the town in selectmen’s hands, 


412.51 

675.83 

97.78 
$6,334.37 


$295.48 


Having examined the foregoing accounts of the selectmen, we find 
them correctly cast and well vouched. 


BRADBURY (..TUTTLE, 
JOSEPH W. LANG, 
JOSEPH B. TILTON, 


Auditors. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 
Affairs at the Poor Farm for the year ending March 1, 1861. 
INVOICE OF PROPERTY. 


2 four years old steers, $60.00 


2 two years old steers, 35.00 

5 COWS, 120.00 

2 shotes, 30.00 
10 tons hay, 150.00 
Lot of lumber, 8.00 


85.00 
37.50 
7.20 


_ 85 bushels corn, 
. 25 bushels wheat, 
8 bushels rye, 


14 bushel beans, 2.63 
25 cords wood at door, 50.00 
125 bushels potatoes, 31.25 
500 lbs. pork, 62.50 
200 Ibs. beef, _ 13.00 
25 lbs. candles, 3.79 


15 Ibs. tallow, 1.50 
60 Ibs. lard, 8.40 
8 lbs. butter, 1.34 

2 bushels meal, 2.00 

1 barrel soap, 3.00 
Apples and vegetables, 3.00 
Cider and vinegar, 12.00 


Barrels and articles in cellar, 11.00 


4 barrel flour, 3.50 
Beds, stoves, crockery and 
furniture, 140.00 


Tools and farming utensils, 75.00 


$906.57 


NAMES AND AGES OF PERSONS AT THE POOR FARM. 


MALES. ° 
John Tilton, 72| John Batchelder, 52 
Luther Sanborn, 48 | Benjamin Foss, 17 
John M. Sanborn, 45|Smith Leavitt, 66 
FEMALES. 
Olive Hill, 50| Rhoda Farrar, 62 
Sally Cotton, 50| Harriet Clough, 51 


Died at the Poor House during the past year, Enoch Cram. 
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On account of the dry weather in 1859, the crop of corn and 
grain was short; hence the enlarged bills for corn and flour the past 
year. We have full confidence in the management of the present 
overseer of the farm, and can cheerfully say that the affairs under 
his charge have been conducted to the best advantage for the town, 
and to the entire satisfaction of the Selectmen, and our townsmen 
generally. It is in our opinion a rare occurrence to find a Master 
and Mistress both so well qualified in every respect to fill a place of 
this kind as Mr. and Mrs. Smith, the present overseers. It will be 
observed that all the expense paid out for extra labor is five dollars 
and sixty-two cents in haying, and, beside, Mr. Smith has built 
twenty-one rods of good stone wall on the farm the past year. 

The external poor bills for paupers residing in town have been on 
the whole quite favorable, and, with the exception of the Staples 
boy, they have not been heavy out of town. The Staples boy’s case 
has been a severe one, both for himself and for the town, as the 
report will show. He is now some better, however, and is being 
supported for one dollar per week, but will always be a cripple. 

We can congratulate ourselves, however, in one point, and that is. 
the fact that a legal marriage has taken place between Anthony Clark 
and Sarah C. Paul, which will indemnify us against all future lia- 
bility on account of that branch of Jacob Paul’s descendants. An- 
thony Clark was married to Sarah C. Paul some fifteen years ago, 
but, he having at that time a wife living, their marriage was illegal, 
which fact has lately come to light. They have six children, which, 
being illegitimate, took the settlement of their mother, but are now 
rendered legitimate, and take their settlement from their father, by 
virtue of an act of the Legislature passed June, 1860. 


JOHN W. BEEDE, 
SHEPARD ROWE, + Overseers of the Poor. 
LEVI TOWLH, 


LIQUOR REPORT. 


Town of Meredith in account with Benaiah D. Plaisted, Liquor 
Agent, from February 22, 1860, to February 22, 1861. 


Dr. To liquors and freight, $725.00 
services as agent, 75.00 
cash paid Selectmen, » 37.28 

$837.28 
Cr. By sales of liquor and casks, 712.28 
liquors on hand, 125.00 

$837.28 


BENAIAH D. PLAISTED, Agent. 
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The financial affairs of the town stand as follows : 


Due the town. 


From the county, for support of county paupers, about 47.00 
H. M. Swain, on note, 51.41 
Amos Cram, collector, 1859, 13.24 
D. 8. Beede, collector, 1860, 238.00 
B. M. Batchelder, collector, 1860, 153.38 
Thomas L. Smith, note for oxen, 87.87 
Selectmen, for balance of their account, 295.48 

$886.38 
Due from the town. 

To David R. Lovejoy, note, $116.57 
Samuel Bean, note, 211.60 
William Mead, note, 142.91 
Rebekah Corliss, note, 393.02 
Tirzah és ‘¥ 327.51 
Clarissa fe rn 393.02 
David Plummer, award for land damage, 45.00 
Seneca A. Ladd, note, 810.90 
W. A. Sanborn, note, 1,030.00 
Gideon Piper, 103.50 

$3,574.03 
Deduct amount due the town, 886.38 
$2,687.65 


The money on hand was reserved to pay the overseer of the poor 
farm, the town physician and the superintending school committee, 
which bills amount to $320, and become due the first of April 
next. We know of no other unsettled bill against the town except 
the surveyors’ bill for breaking roads the past winter. We have no 
means of knowing the amount of such bills, but would suggest that 
the surveyors report to the moderator the amount of bills already 
accrued, which report would enable the town to determine more 
accurately the sum of money necessary to be raised to defray the 
same expense. 


The foregoing report is respectfully submitted. 


JOHN W. BEEDE, ) Selectmen 
SHEPARD ROWE,$ of 
LEVI TOWLE, Meredith. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTEN DING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


To the Town of Meredith: 


Your Committee, in submitting his report of the condition, prospects 
and wants of the schools in the town, feels constrained to say that a very 
serious impediment in the way of good schools is old, dilapidated, ill- 
planned, inconvenient, miserable school-houses. Considering the wealth 
and enterprise there is in the township, our school-houses are a testimony 
against us, as placing a higher value upon material prosperity than upon 
intellectual culture. Your committee regard most of the school-houses in 
town, not to say all of them, as public nuisances which should be abated 
by the proper authorities; nor can the town do itself justice, in the estima- 
tion of the public, without making a great advance in the direction indi- 
cated, viz., in having better school-houses. There is no district-school 
library connected with any school in town; nor is there a single book of 
reference, or any apparatus for the illustration of the studies pursued in 
the schools, with the exception of a single globe in District No. 11. The 
town needs, and ought to havea high school. According to the best in- 
formation your committee can obtain, he is convinced there is money 
enough paid every five years by the inhabitants of the town, in boarding 
their children at school out of town, to build a very nice school-house, and 
such an one as we need; one that would be an ornament to the town. 
This would save the money in town and bring in scholars from the 
neighboring towns. Your committee is also of opinion that parents do not 
take that deep interest in our schools they ought to take, for the good of 
the schools and the encouragement of both teachers and scholars. Parents 
are not careful enough to send their children regularly to school, and see 
that they go. Too many play truant without rebuke. As near as the 
committee can learn from the Registers, the whole number of scholars in 
town is four hundred and ten. 
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DISTRICT NO. 5. 

A part of this district is in Laconia. The Summer term was taught by 
Miss Mary F. Tuttle, of Meredith. She is a teacher of some experience, 
and was successful in securing the affection of her pupils, and, consequently, 
there was good order and decorum on the part of the scholars, and com- 
mendable progress in their studies. 

The Winter term was taught by Mrs. Ellen E. 8S. Wadleigh, of Laconia. 
She is an experienced teacher, and well qualified to fulfill the duties of the 
school-room. The school was orderly, and the recitations were good. The 
questions put to the pupils were generally answered promptly and correctly, 
showing not only a commendable degree of progress, but also a thorough 
understanding of the studies pursued. I visited this school twice each 
term. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


This school was taught by Miss Anna C. Sanborn, of Laconia. She is 
a young and inexperienced teacher, though she has a taste for teaching, 
and gives promise of making a very good teacher. Owing to a very seri- 
ous difficulty in the district, the school was very small—only seven scholars 
(one third the number in the district) attending school. This was not the 
fault of the teacher. I visited this school twice, and am very happy to 
say that the school was as still and orderly as could be desired; and the 
scholars made very great proficiency in their studies. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


This school was taught by the same teacher each term, Miss Orianna 
Downing, of New-Hampton. She is an experienced and very successful 
teacher. The order in the school was very good, unsurpassed by any school 
in town. The scholars were studious and made great proficiency. I re- 
gard this school as the most advanced and best in town. I know of but 
one reason why this school is better than others, viz., the parents manifest 
more interest in the school than I have found in any other district. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


This district has had but one term of school during the year, and that 
during the winter. It was taught by Mr. Daniel S. Blaisdell, of Gilford. 
The order and discipline of the school were commendable, and the im- 
provement of the scholars very good. It is proper to state that there was 
a private school in this district during the summer, but of how many 
weeks I am not apprised. 

DISTRICT NO. 9. 

This school was taught both terms by Miss J. L. Gilman, of Tamworth- 
She is a good and experienced teacher, and quite successful. The order of 
the school was good and the improvement of the scholars was very satis- 
factory. Your committee was highly gratified with the school at each of 
his visits. x 


i 
Cafe pes) 
Fae 2) if, 
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DISTRICT NO. 10. 


In this district there has been a school only six weeks during the past 
year. The school commenced the 29th of October and closed December 8. 
The school was taught by Mr. Harrison Philbrick, of Rye. He has had 
very little experience as a teacher, having taught school but two months 
before taking charge of this; but no teacher in town has been more suc- 
cessful in advancing the scholars in their studies, and in giving them a 
good understanding of the branches pursued. The order and discipline of 
the school were very good, and I was most happily disappointed, when last 
I visited the school, to notice the good order, diligence, good behavior and 
progress made by the pupils. 


DISTRICT NO. 11. 


The Summer term of this school was taught by Miss M. F. Perkins. 
She is an experienced, accomplished and very successful teacher. She has 
taught the school several terms before, to the entire satisfaction of her em- 
ployers. She is every way worthy to take charge of a better school than 
we have in town, and to far better compensation than the town has usually 
paid. The discipline and order of the school were excellent. The scholars 
were respectful and studious, and, as a matter of course, made very good 
proficiency. The school-house was kept very neat and tidy. Perhaps this 
was owing to the fact that the teacher was in the habit of singing with her 
school, and this conduces greatly to order, and is elevating and refining. 
I hope the time is not far distant when vocal music will be taught in all 
our schools. 

The Winter term of this school was taught by Miss Anna C. Sanborn, 
the same person that taught in District No. 6. I visited the school near 
its commencement, and was well pleased with its order and discipline, and 
the good management of the teacher. Every thing gave promise of a suc- 
cessful school. The school closed very abruptly, on account of the deep 
and drifting snow, and the great difficulty the scholars found in reaching 
the school-room ; and not being notified of its close, I visited it but once, 
but I understand the school was satisfactory to the district. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 


This school has had but one term during the year—a fall term. The 
school was taught by Miss J. L. Gilman, of Tamworth. The school ap- 
peared well, and the scholars made good progress in the branches pursued. 


DISTRICT NO. 138. 


- A part of this district is in New-Hampton—a small part only in Mere- 
dith. The Summer term was taught by Miss Ellen 8. Bartlett, of Camp- 
ton. She is a very superior teacher, one that loves her work, has great 
tact and energy in the school-room, and possesses one of the most impor- 
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tant qualifications for a successful teacher; she is ‘apt to teach.” Her 
school was very successful, and the scholars made rapid progress. The 
teacher was in the habit of singing with her scholars in this school. 

The Winter term of this school was taught by Miss A. Melissa Gordon, 
of New-Hampton. She is a superior teacher; has had some considerable 
experience, and has acquitted herself with honor. The order and discipline 
of the school were good, and the progress of the scholars satisfactory. The 
district has been peculiarly favored in haying two teachers within the 
year so qualified to teach, and so successful. Your committee visited this 
school twice each term, and made as thorough an examination of it as he 
could do in half a day. 


DISTRICT NO. 14. 


This is a small school, and was taught both terms by Miss Julia A. Wal- 
lace, of New-Hampton. This was her first school. The school was 
orderly, and the scholars studious, and made very commendable progress. 
I visited this school three times; twice during the Summer term, and at 
the opening of the Winter term; but not being notified of its close, I 
failed to visit it at the close of the Winter term. 


DISTRICT NO. 15. 


This school has but one term during the year, and was taught by Miss 
Emily H. Wells, of N. Y. She has had little experience as a teacher, hay- 
ing taught but two or three months prior to this. The order in school 
was commendable, but might have been better. The scholars made com- 
mendable progress in their studies, and evinced a good degree of thorough- 
ness. 


DISTRICT NO. 17. 


This district embraces Meredith Village, and has more than twice the 
number of scholars of any other district in town. The registers contain 
the names of one hundred and nine scholars. The school is divided into 
two departments. The advanced department was taught in the summer 
by Miss Abbie N. Tuttle, of Meredith. She is an experienced teacher, 
and quite successful. Under her instruction the scholars made very com- 
mendable progress. The order and discipline of the school were not as 
good as should be maintained, for its highest interests, but perhaps quite 
_as good as is ordinarily found in a large school, and in a village. 

The primary department was under the instruction of Miss Edna Ela, 
of this village. It was her first school; young, inexperienced in teach- 
ing, and familiar with nearly all the scholars, and having so large a num- 
ber (sixty) and more than fifty of these under ten years of age, it would 
not have surprised your committee if she had utterly failed in her under- 
taking, but instead of this she was preéminently successful. -The school 
was far more orderly than could reasonably be anticipated, and rarely has 
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your committee visited a school where the recitations were better. The 
school, as a whole, very far surpassed my anticipations, and I greatly 
misjudge if Miss Ela does not make a No. 1 teacher. 

The winter term of the advanced department was under the charge of 
Mr. C. W. Chase, of Meredith. Mr. Chase is a good teacher, is very 
thorough, and drills his classes well upon the black-board. The school 
was not as orderly as could be desired, and your committee was greatly 
disappointed in this regard, though in justice to Mr. Chase I should say, 
the school appeared at unusual disadvantage on my last visit, for reasons 
not necessary here to mention. There are some very good scholars in this 
school, both in reading and arithmetic. 

The primary department, during the winter term, was under the charge 
of Miss Clara A. Leach, of Wells, Me. Considering the large number of 
small scholars in this department, the order was remarkably good. The 
school appeared exceedingly well, and their progress highly creditable, 
both to teacher and scholars. The teacher manifested an interest in her 
school, and acquitted herself with honor, and to the entire satisfaction of 
the committee. 

Both these schools have been smaller the past winter than they were a 
year since, because there has been a private school in the village, which 
has taken thirty scholars out of the district school. There have been two 
sessions of this private school under the charge of Miss C. M. Poole, of 
East Washington. She is an excellent teacher, has much experience in, 
and love for her work. The order and discipline of the school have been 
very superior, and it has been eminently sucessful and satisfactory to 
those who have patronized it. There was alsoa High School in the vil- 
lage during the Autumn. This school was under the instruction of Mr. 
R. W. Black, A. B. The school was well conducted, and gave entire sat- 
isfaction to its patrons. 


DISTRICT NO 18. 


Both terms of this school were under the instruction of Miss Julia A. 
Davis, of Lake Village. She is a superior teacher, and much devoted to 
her work. She understands well what a school ought to be, and she suc- 
ceeds remarkably well in training her pupils to the model she has in mind. 
The deportment and order of the school were almost unexceptionable. 
The progress of the scholars was good, very good, and the examination 
was entirely satisfactory. 


DISTRICT NO. 20. 


This district comprises a part of three towns, viz., Meredith, Center- 
Harbor and Moultonborough. The summer term was under the instruc- 
tion of Miss Lucy A. Towle, of Freedom. She is a good teacher, and 
under her care the school was well conducted, and made very commenda- 
ble proficiency, and the committee was well satisfied at its examination. 
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The Winter term was under the instruction of Mr. Joseph G. Abbott, of 
Moultonborough. Mr. Abbott is a good scholar, and a very worthy young 
man, but he failed to secure the respect of the school, and consequently 
there was a lack of order, and the school was, on the whole, rather a fail- 
ure. A considerable portion of the district were opposed to the teacher, 
and this probably had some influence upon the school. Your committee 
was not aware of this feeling in the district till some time after the com- 
mencement of the school, nor, so far as the committee was apprised, was 
the teacher aware of the true state of feeling in the district. One scholar 
was removed from this school by your committee for disorderly conduct. 
This is the only instance of its kind in town during the past year. 


DISTRICT NO. 21. 


The summer term of this school was taught by Miss Lavinia 8. Leavitt, 
of Meredith. This was her first school. The teacher has much reason to. 
congratulate herself on her complete success, having acquitted herself with 
honor, and to the entire satisfaction of the district. The school was orderly | 
and the scholars studious, and their progress was good—very good. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Esther A. Page, of that district. 
She is an experienced teacher, devoted to her work, and was successful. 
The committee was highly pleased with the whole appearance of the 
school; the behavior of the scholars, their studiousness, and the promptness 
and accuracy with which they answered the questions propounded to them. 
During the Winter term there were twenty-seven scholars, and, what is 
not a little remarkable, twenty-six of them were studying arithmetic. 


DISTRICT NO. 22. 


Both the Summer and Winter terms of this school were taught by Miss 
Hannah E. Walker, of Wolfborough. This teacher appears to understand 
her work, and does her duty faithfully. The school appeared orderly at 
each time that I visited it, and was, I believe, quite satisfactory to the 
district. 


DISTRICT NO. 23. 


This district is on Bear Island, and is quite small, there being but five 
scholars. This school was taught by Miss Arvilla J. Bryant, of that dis- 
trict. I visited this school but once on account of the great inconvenience 
of reaching it. Miss Bryant has taught this school several terms to the 
satisfaction of her employers. The school is too small to create much in- 
terest, or try the capacity of the teacher. The scholars appeared well, and 
seemed to understand the branches they had pursued. 
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DISTRICT NO. 16. 


To my great regret the register of this district has not been returned. 
The number of scholars attending school was only four. The school 
closed abruptly on account of the sickness of one half the scholars, and 
the committee was not notified, and consequently visited it but once, and 


can say nothing of the progress made. 


CHARLES BURNHAM, Superintending School Committee. 
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